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the wound(s).  Any remaining volume should be administered intramuscularly at a site
distant from vaccine inoculation. Because HRIG may partially suppress active
production of antibody, no more than the recommended dose of HRIG should be given.

TREATMENT OUTSIDE THE UNITED STATES

VERORAB® is a rabies vaccine preparation currently being considered for licensure
in the United States.  This vaccine is reported to produce a very good antibody
response even when given subcutaneously.  It is now being used in Mexico, often
without rabies immune globulin.

If postexposure treatment is begun outside the United States with locally produced
biologicals, it may be desirable to provide additional treatment when the patient reaches
the United States. For specific advice in such cases, contact the Bureau of
Communicable Disease Control, Texas Department of Health (512-458-7455).

PREEXPOSURE IMMUNIZATION

Preexposure prophylaxis is given for several reasons. First, it may provide protection
to persons with inapparent exposures to rabies. Second, it may protect persons whose
postexposure therapy might be expected to be delayed. Finally, although it does not
eliminate the need for additional therapy after a rabies exposure, it simplifies therapy
by eliminating the need for rabies immune globulin and decreasing the number of doses
of rabies vaccine needed.   This is of particular importance for persons at high risk of
being exposed in countries where the rabies biologicals may be difficult to obtain. The
guidelines for offering preexposure immunization are found in Table 2.


